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think of Shakespeare as small-minded, or as thinking too much 
about himself, or as wanting people to be graieful to him. 
He is big in the noblest sense of the word, and his reaction to 
ingratitude is that of an exceptionally generous nature to an 
exceptionally mean sin. Most sins are due to the lawlessness 
of human nature, but ingratitude seems a kind of outrage 
against human nature itself. So he must have felt that here 
was something so base that one can and must detest it, without 
necessarily being a person who is ‘always “wanting to be 
thanked.” Ingratitude seems to cheapen human life in a way 
which makes us poor indeed, and implies a mean and shoddy 
attitude of mind. 7 
| * 


There are people who seem to discover a kind of humilia- 
tion in saying “ Thank you,” almost suggesting it is unblessed 
and odious to receive. They regard acceptance as a kind of 
offence against their pride and self-respect; others lack grati- 
tude from sheer poverty of spirit or lack of nobility. Never- 
theless it is quite often not real ingratitude but a lack of under- 
standing, a fault perhaps, but a much smaller one. If parents, 
for example, move heaven and earth to make life easy for their 
children, and try to save them from the knocks they themselves 


their children do not appreciate what they have saved 

Pioneers in great causes are in the same case. The fact 
that the cause has been won means that other people will not 
suffer from those injustices which have been put right and 
therefore will not know how grievous they were. Yet parents 
complain that their children who have been sheltered are not 
more grateful for having been spared the hardness of the way 
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younger generation for 
sense of its cost. They do 


is then unreasonable to ask for or anticipate gratitude. There 
are, it is true, people of such grace and understanding that they 

understand, and therefore will be but I don’t think 
we should expect it, or be angry with those who are not so. 
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packed to capacity. Towards the end of the entertainment, 
the friends abandoned their seats “to reach the vestry, a 
small apartment in busy usage as a bar,’ and where was 
served a heady concoction “served in a mammoth tankard 
and known, higbly irreverently, as Holy Thom’s Tipple.” The 
incident is, of course, assumed to take place two or three 
years before the American Civil War. The founders of my 
own chapel did the reverse. At the end of the 17th century 
they bought a public house and turned the back part into a 
very good chapel; and then they sold the front part to be 
used again as an inn. As a result of these transactions they 
gained an excellent chapel at a very small cost even for that | 
age of low prices. | 


Formosa 
There is much to trouble us in the Far East. The 


create the deepest anger in America, as indeed it must cause 
anger elsewhere. But it is a pity that a way cannot be found 
by America out of the wretched impasse in Formosa. There 
matters get worse not better. Frequently at the present time, 
Nationalist planes can and do attack the Chinese Communist 
forces on the mainiand, secure in the thought that at present 
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truculent and uncivilized action of the Chinese Government 
about the imprisonment of the American airmen is bound to 
their base is defended by the United States fleet that patrols 
the straits. There must be a very large body of public opinion 
in the United States that deplores the situation. In one of 
his campaign speeches the Democratic candidate for the 
Presidency, Mr. Adiai Stevenson, quoted with approval, a 
statement by the leading Republic Senator, Mr. Vandenberg, 
on the subject of China: “The vital importance of saving 
China cannot be exaggerated. But there are limits to our 
resources and boundaries to our miracies. . . . | am forced to 
say that the Nationalist Government has failed to reform 
not itself in a fashion calculated to deserve continued popular 
are no more. The work of the confidence over there or over here. . . . If we made ourselves 
responsible for the army of the Nationalist Government, we 
would be in the China war for keeps and the responsibility 
would be ours instead of hers. ! am very sure that this would 
jeopardize our own national security beyond any possibility 
or justification.” 
* And yet that is, in effect, just what the American Govern- 
After all we get a great deal of fun out of what we have ‘ent is doing, in ordet. of course, fo Kece, the most advanced 
done, and that surely is our joy and satisfaction. Parents have range of Chinese attack. Unfortunately, however, it is just 
children because they want them, and the children are a joy : : : 
. ; ne such a policy that might lead to the attack. In view of the 
Pioneers the source of their deepest thankfulness ? of securjty gained by keeping Communist forces out of 
How often people say, “I did this and that—and it cost 
me something,” and now it is over “that is all the thanks ’ 
get.” What thanks do we expect? We heard the call, rendered 
the service, great or obscure and therein by the enrichment o' 
our being we were thanked. In desiring to be outward 
thanked, was there a subtle desire for reward ? 
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The Closing Of Churches 
friends, we are told, ended an + 
Bold Street™ where, incon- : 
chapel had been converted 5 
Billed as “ The Most Elegant . 
ee the old place of worship were _@ 


19:54 

on other means and hope 
Council will produce in 
the self-control observed 
organized 


of conduct as prevail in the other great 


professions. 


DECEMBER 25, 


already by 


to reproduce 


to fill up their 


Lecture on 


THE INQUIRER, 


THE LIMITS OF TOLERANCE 


meaty the Recent Wale Cohen 


ser 


He i 


that are works of art in their own right, such as the work of education to the age of fifteen, 
| van Meegeren, who deceived many art experts for years with the nation passes into schools of 
| his forgeries of old Dutch masters. Is it not our snobbery, or cheap press, the films, radio, TV 
some kindred vice, that prevents this skill from being used in making element has been introc 
an educative and more useful way? 
Many years ago I was at Durban, and in the great City 7. Sor oes en 
Hall there was, 1 remember, a gallery in which coloured repro. ads 
| dnctions of tho great intings of the world gave an excellent _ are asking more © 
representation o the history of painting throughout the cen- I see no reason in theory why 
turies; and when one reads of the skill of van Meegeren and the matter which appears in 
his like, the thought naturally comes to one’s mind that since why we should not extend 
there can, for example, be only one real copy of the Mona which we apply to reports of 
Lisa, why cannot great galleries condescend country we shall presumably rely 
gage by employing that the mild reproofs of the 
such a work so y that an expert could their unscrupulous colleagues 
| between the real and the imitation? I was a few weeks ago a t and 
in the gallery of a seaside town that is trying to do what I standards 
saw done at Durban years ago; but if real paintings could be PS 
used for the purpose, it would be an advantage. It would be You will feel that all this is very inconclusive; you may 
easy to have these works so marked that they could not in even think that I am behaving like Balaam, and that, having 
future years be sold as genuine. Commentator. presumably been expected to bless tolerance, 1 am, not indeed 
cursing it, but pointing out its difficulties. Yet the difficulties 
are great. It is easy to lay down general rules, but exceptions 
soon turn up to test the rules. Tolerance is good, but carry 
a it too far and not only the state but our whole civilization 
? suffers. It has limits, but these cannot be defined; its king- 
7 i as dom has a disputed, changing frontier. We can be guided 
ar nc of course by some general principles. In deciding where 
al w- tolerance should stop, we can ask whether an evil is worth 
ing suppressing, whether we can suppress it, whether suppression 
‘ will have worse results than leaving it alone, whether our 
ro action will violate anyone’s conscience. But what Aristotle 
ai full said of ethics is true of tolerance; there is no exact science of 
hing But it; our conduct must depend on circumstances, and “ the 
nik decision is a matter of mtuition.” Right “intuitions” in 
: to these questions depend on two things—on the practical ex- 
ie * perience which enables a man to judge the circumstances in 
| pall each case, and on a firm grasp of the principle which is to 
) to se applied. But what is the principle of tolerance? How 
puld we definite it? 
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